
I n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  2 D  m o d e l  o f  t e a c h i n g ,  s t u d e n t s  t y p i c a l l y
a c q u i r e  s u b s t a n t i v e  k n o w l e d g e  ( t h e  f a c t s )  a n d  d i s c i p l i n a r y
k n o w l e d g e  ( s k i l l s )  i n  i s o l a t i o n .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  h i s t o r y ,
s t u d e n t s  m a y  l e a r n  t h e  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  A n g l o - S a x o n s — s u c h  a s
t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  5 t h  c e n t u r y — b u t  t h i s
k n o w l e d g e  o f t e n  r e m a i n s  d i s c o n n e c t e d  f r o m  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e y  m a y  d e v e l o p  t h e  s k i l l s  o f  a  h i s t o r i a n — a n a l y s i n g
s o u r c e s  o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c h r o n o l o g y — b u t  w i t h o u t  a  f r a m e w o r k
t h a t  l i n k s  t h i s  t o  b r o a d e r ,  c r o s s - c u r r i c u l a r  l e a r n i n g .

      

Highbank Primary and
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D e v e l o p e d  f o r  H i g h b a n k  w i t h  G r a m m a r s a u r u s

The traditional 2d model

T h e  G r a m m a r s a u r u s  3 D  C u r r i c u l u m  i s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m o d e l  d e s i g n e d  t o  t r a n s f o r m  h o w  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  b y  m o v i n g  b e y o n d  t h e
t r a d i t i o n a l  " 2 D "  p l a n e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h e r e  f a c t s  a n d  s k i l l s  a r e  t a u g h t  i n  i s o l a t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  3 D  C u r r i c u l u m  i n t e g r a t e s  s u b s t a n t i v e
k n o w l e d g e  ( f a c t s )  w i t h  d i s c i p l i n a r y  k n o w l e d g e  ( s u b j e c t - s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s )  t o  c r e a t e  a  d e e p e r ,  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h
a l l o w s  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  w e b  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a c r o s s  s u b j e c t s ,  m a k i n g  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  c o h e s i v e  a n d  m e m o r a b l e .

 T h e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h i s  2 D  a p p r o a c h  i s
t h a t  i t  l i m i t s  t h e  d e p t h  a n d  r e t e n t i o n
o f  k n o w l e d g e .  F a c t s  m a y  b e  l e a r n e d ,
b u t  w i t h o u t  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  o t h e r
t o p i c s  o r  r e a l - w o r l d  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e y
a r e  o f t e n  f o r g o t t e n  o v e r  t i m e .
K n o w l e d g e  c a n  r e m a i n  " s h e l v e d "  a f t e r
e a c h  u n i t ,  c o l l e c t i n g  d u s t  a n d
d i s c o n n e c t e d  f r o m  f u t u r e  l e a r n i n g .

A shift to a 3d approach

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  l e t ’ s  t a k e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " c h a n g e "  a s  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  i d e a .
I n  h i s t o r y ,  s t u d e n t s  m i g h t  e x p l o r e  c h a n g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e
A n g l o - S a x o n s  a n d  h o w  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  E n g l a n d  c h a n g e d  s o c i e t y .  I n
g e o g r a p h y ,  t h e y  c o u l d  e x a m i n e  h o w  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h a n g e s  s h a p e
h u m a n  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s .  I n  E n g l i s h ,  t h e  s a m e  c o n c e p t  m i g h t  b e
e x p l o r e d  t h r o u g h  l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u t  s o c i e t a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  T h e s e
r e c u r r i n g  t h e m e s  c r e a t e  s t r o n g  c o g n i t i v e  l i n k s ,  e n s u r i n g  s t u d e n t s  c a n
t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f r o m  o n e  s u b j e c t  t o  a n o t h e r ,  d e e p e n i n g
t h e i r  o v e r a l l  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .

T h e  G r a m m a r s a u r u s  3 D  C u r r i c u l u m  e n h a n c e s  t h i s
m o d e l  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  k e y  s u b s t a n t i v e  c o n c e p t s — b i g
i d e a s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  t h e  g l u e  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  t o p i c s
a n d  s u b j e c t s .  T h e s e  c o n c e p t s  c r e a t e  a  t h r e e -
d i m e n s i o n a l  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  a r e
n o t  o n l y  g a i n i n g  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h i n  a  s u b j e c t  b u t  a l s o
s e e i n g  h o w  i t  l i n k s  w i t h  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e
c u r r i c u l u m .

how the 3d curriculum works
S u b s t a n t i v e  K n o w l e d g e :  S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  c o r e  f a c t s  a n d  c o n t e n t  i n  e a c h  s u b j e c t  a r e a .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e y  m i g h t  l e a r n  k e y  f a c t s
a b o u t  t h e  A n g l o - S a x o n s  o r  t h e  R o m a n  E m p i r e .

D i s c i p l i n a r y  K n o w l e d g e :  A l o n g s i d e  l e a r n i n g  f a c t s ,  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  i n  e a c h  s u b j e c t .  I n  h i s t o r y ,  t h i s  c o u l d  m e a n
a n a l y z i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s  o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  e v e n t s .

K e y  S u b s t a n t i v e  C o n c e p t s :  T h i s  i s  t h e  c r u x  o f  t h e  3 D  m o d e l .  S u b s t a n t i v e  c o n c e p t s — s u c h  a s  " c h a n g e , "  " p o w e r , "  " a d a p t a t i o n , "  o r
" i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e " — l i n k  u n i t s  o f  l e a r n i n g  a c r o s s  d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s .  T h e s e  c o n c e p t s  a r e  r e v i s i t e d  a n d  r e i n f o r c e d  o v e r  t i m e ,  a l l o w i n g
s t u d e n t s  t o  c o n n e c t  f a c t s  a c r o s s  s u b j e c t s  a n d  d e v e l o p  a  d e e p e r ,  m o r e  h o l i s t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

I n  K e y  S t a g e  1 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s t u d e n t s  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " t r a d e "  t h r o u g h  a  b o o k  s t u d y  o f  J a c k  a n d  t h e
B e a n s t a l k ,  a  u n i t  o n  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t o y s ,  a n d  a  l o c a l  s t u d y  c o m p a r i n g  M e x i c o  t o  C l i f t o n .  A s  t h e y  m o v e  i n t o  K e y  S t a g e  2 ,
t h e  s a m e  c o n c e p t  o f  " t r a d e "  r e a p p e a r s  i n  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  h i s t o r y  a n d  g e o g r a p h y  t o p i c s ,  s u c h  a s  s t u d y i n g  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l
R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h a n g e s .

assessing and supporting learning

T h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  3 D  C u r r i c u l u m  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  s u b s t a n t i v e  c o n c e p t s  a c t  a s  m e n t a l  h o o k s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  u s e  t o  s t o r e  a n d  r e c a l l
i n f o r m a t i o n .  I n s t e a d  o f  l e a r n i n g  f a c t s  i n  i s o l a t i o n  a n d  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e m ,  s t u d e n t s  c o n t i n u a l l y  b u i l d  o n  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
t h e s e  k e y  c o n c e p t s  a s  t h e y  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  s c h o o l .  T h e  c u r r i c u l u m  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y  n e w  u n i t  o f  w o r k  a d d s
l a y e r s  t o  p r e v i o u s  k n o w l e d g e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  r o b u s t ,  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  w e b  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

T h i s  a p p r o a c h  m a k e s  l e a r n i n g  " s t i c k "  b y  e m b e d d i n g  k n o w l e d g e  i n  s t u d e n t s ’  l o n g - t e r m  m e m o r y .  I n s t e a d  o f  s i m p l y  r e m e m b e r i n g  i s o l a t e d
f a c t s ,  s t u d e n t s  c a n  r e c a l l  a n d  a p p l y  b r o a d e r  c o n c e p t s ,  e n s u r i n g  t h e y  k n o w  m o r e  a n d  r e m e m b e r  m o r e  o v e r  t i m e .

building long-term understanding

A s s e s s m e n t  i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  3 D  C u r r i c u l u m .  C u m u l a t i v e  a s s e s s m e n t s  t r a c k  b o t h  s u b s t a n t i v e  a n d  d i s c i p l i n a r y
k n o w l e d g e ,  a l l o w i n g  t e a c h e r s  t o  c h e c k  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  a d j u s t  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  a s  n e e d e d .  S u b s t a n t i v e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
d i s c i p l i n a r y  s k i l l s  a r e  c l e a r l y  m a p p e d  o u t ,  s o  t e a c h e r s  c a n  e n s u r e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  b u i l d i n g  u p o n  w h a t  t h e y  a l r e a d y  k n o w  a n d
a d d r e s s i n g  a n y  g a p s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  i n c l u d e s  t a i l o r e d  r e a d i n g  u n i t s  t h a t  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e  l e a r n i n g  i n  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  e n s u r i n g  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  e v e r y
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e i n f o r c e  a n d  r e v i s i t  k e y  c o n c e p t s .  T h i s  h e l p s  d e e p e n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s o l i d i f y  k n o w l e d g e  e v e n  f u r t h e r .

outcome? A deeper, more interconnected learning experience
B y  f o c u s i n g  o n  k e y  s u b s t a n t i v e  c o n c e p t s ,  i t  e n s u r e s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  n o t  o n l y  l e a r n  f a c t s  a n d  s k i l l s  b u t  a l s o  s e e  t h e
b i g g e r  p i c t u r e ,  l i n k i n g  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  a c r o s s  s u b j e c t s  a n d  y e a r s .  T h i s  3 D  a p p r o a c h  b u i l d s  a  l a s t i n g ,  c o h e s i v e
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  g o e s  f a r  b e y o n d  m e m o r i z a t i o n ,  t r a n s f o r m i n g  h o w  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  a n d  r e t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n .



Our 3d curriculum model
An overview of coverage

Key

F i e l d w o r k  F o c u s  U n i t

A  u n i t  t h a t  l i n k s  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  t a u g h t  i n  a n o t h e r  y e a r  g r o u p .
T h e  n u m b e r  n e x t  t o  t h e  l i n k  s h o w s  w h i c h  y e a r  g r o u p  t h e
c o n t e n t  l i n k s  w i t h .

C o n t e n t  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  t h e m e s  o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

C o n t e n t  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  t h e m e s  o f  l o s s .

C o n t e n t  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  t h e m e s  o f  g e n d e r  s t e r e o t y p i n g .

C o n t e n t  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  t h e m e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

C o n t e n t  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  t h e m e s  o f  a g e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

T h e  s u g g e s t e d  n u m b e r  o f  l e s s o n s  a  ‘ b l o c k ’  c o v e r s .

T h e  s u g g e s t e d  n u m b e r  o f  h o u r s  o f  t e a c h i n g  a  ‘ b l o c k ’  c o n t a i n s .  

Substantive concepts at highbank

trade civilisation industry

migration

empire

monarchy settlement

T h e  a c t i o n  o f  b u y i n g
a n d  s e l l i n g  g o o d s  a n d
s e r v i c e s .

A  c o m p l e x  s o c i e t y  t h a t
h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a d v a n c e d
s y s t e m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,
c u l t u r e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y .  

W o r k p l a c e s  w h i c h  t u r n
r a w  m a t e r i a l s  i n t o
f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s  o r
p r o v i d e  a  s e r v i c e .  

A  g r o u p  o f  n a t i o n s  r u l e d
b y  o n e  r u l e r  o r
g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  p e o p l e
t o  a  n e w  p l a c e  t o  f i n d
b e t t e r  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .

A  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t
w h e r e  t h e  l e a d e r ,  l i k e  a
k i n g  o r  q u e e n ,  i n h e r i t s
t h e  t h r o n e  a n d  h o l d s  t h
e p o s i t i o n  f o r  l i f e  o r  u n t i l
t h e y  c h o o s e  t o  a b d i c a t e .

A  p l a c e  w h e r e  p e o p l e
h a v e  s e t t l e d  t o  l i v e .  

At  H i g h b a n k ,  o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  c o h e s i v e ,
p u r p o s e f u l ,  a n d  l a y e re d  -  w h a t  w e  c a l l  o u r  3 D  c u r r i c u l u m .

T h i s  a p p ro a c h  e n s u re s  t h a t  l e a r n i n g  i s  c o n n e c t e d ,
d e e p e n e d ,  a n d  re v i s i t e d  a c ro s s  s u b j e c t s  a n d  y e a r  g ro u p s ,
b u i l d i n g  a  r i c h  a n d  s e c u re  b o d y  o f  k n o w l e d g e  o v e r  t i m e .

E a c h  c u r r i c u l u m  m a p  i s  a n c h o re d  b y  a  m a i n  t o p i c  d r i v e r
t h a t  g u i d e s  t h e  l e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e  h a l f - t e r m  o r  t e r m .  W h e re
p o s s i b l e ,  s u b j e c t s  l i n k  d i re c t l y  t o  t h i s  d r i v e r ,  h e l p i n g
p u p i l s  s e e  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n n e c t i o n s  a c ro s s  d i f f e re n t  a re a s
o f  s t u d y.  I n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  t h e  t h e m e  i n f l u e n c e s  h o w s u b j e c t s
a re  a p p ro a c h e d  -  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s h a p i n g  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t e x t s ,
a r t w o r k ,  o r  l i n e s  o f  e n q u i r y  i n  h i s t o r y  o r  g e o g r a p h y.

Ru n n i n g  t h ro u g h  o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  a re  c a re f u l l y  c h o s e n
s u b s t a n t i v e  c o n c e p t s  -  s u c h  a s  t r a d e , — w h i c h  a c t  a s  t h re a d s
t h a t  p u p i l s  e n c o u n t e r  i n  d i f f e re n t  s u b j e c t s  a n d  c o n t e x t s .
T h e s e  re c u r r i n g  i d e a s  h e l p  p u p i l s  m a ke  d e e p e r  c o n n e c t i o n s
b e t w e e n  p i e c e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w ke y  i d e a s
a p p l y  a c ro s s  d i s c i p l i n e s  a n d  o v e r  t i m e .

W h e re  s u b j e c t s  d o  n o t  l i n k  d i re c t l y  t o  t h e  t o p i c ,  t h i s  i s
i n t e n t i o n a l .  T h e s e  l e s s o n s  e i t h e r :

B u i l d  p u p i l s ’  s u b s t a n t i v e  k n o w l e d g e  a s  p a r t  o f  a
c a re f u l l y  s e q u e n c e d  p ro g re s s i o n ,  o r
Re v i s i t  a n d  re i n f o rc e  p r i o r  l e a r n i n g  i n  p re p a r a t i o n  f o r
f u t u re  u n i t s .

N o t h i n g  i n  o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  i s  r a n d o m  o r  d i s c o n n e c t e d .
Ev e r y  e l e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  d e l i b e r a t e l y  c h o s e n  t o  b u i l d
p u p i l s ’  k n o w l e d g e ,  s k i l l s ,  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i n  a  c o h e re n t
a n d  p u r p o s e f u l  w a y.



Y1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

  Focus
Topic

  

  Driving
Texts

  

Room on the Broom; The Ugly
Five; Tiddler; Monkey Puzzle;

Tabby McTat; The Highway Rat 

by Julia Donaldson

Traction Man is Here!
Traction Man and the Beach

Odyssey
Traction Man Meets Turbo Dog

by Mini Grey

Tell Me a Dragon
The Castle the King Built

The Knight Who Wouldn’t Fight
The Knight Who Said No

The Knight with the Blazing
Bottom

Dragon Post
Unicorn Post
Monster Post

by Emmar Yarlett

Hansel and Gretel
Snow White

The Extraordinary Life of Mary
Seacole

Little People; Big Dreams:
Florence Nightingale & Rosalind

Franklin

We Love the NHS!

Jack and the Beanstalk

Rumpelstiltskin

The Elves and the Shoemaker

The Gigantic Turnip

Oliver’s Vegetables

The Extraordinary Gardener

Bloom

Storm Whale
Grandad’s Island

Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch
At the Beach

Look What I Found at the
Seaside

by Benji Davis

  Writing
Unit
  

Expectations

Lines, captions and labels

PVPG

Toy Man

Dragon Sentence Pattern
Building Unit

Recount: Dragon Post

   Setting description: Candy
House

Plot Weave

Narrative: Florence Saves
the Soldiers

  

Narrative: Jack and the
Beanstalk

Instructions: How to grow a
plant

Persuasive advert: Join the
Pirate Crew!

Poetry - Seaside Poetry

  Science
  

  How can we group
animals? What makes us

  human?
  

  Observe and record
seasonal changes

  

  Everyday materials: Why
do we use different

  materials for different
things?

  

   
  

  Plants: How can we identify
different

  plants and trees?
   

  Observe and record
seasonal changes

  

   
  

Geography
   
  

  Where in the world do I
live?
  

   
  

   
  

  Fieldwork: My Local Park
  

  Fieldwork: Our school
environment

  
   
  

  History
  

   
  

  How have toys changed
over the last 60

  years?
  

  Where did Kings and
Queens live through

  time?
   

  Nottingham Castle
  

  Which pioneering women
have shaped

  healthcare and medical
science?

  

   
  

   
  

  Art
  

Sculpture: Why do
sculptors sculpt?    

  
   
  

  Chromatic: Does abstract
art mean anything?

  
   
  

  Monochromatic: What is
drawing?

  

  DT
  

  Toy Makers’ Workshop:
How can we make a toy

from recycled material that
is fun and safe to play with?

  

   
  

   
  

  Food – Plant Power: What
tasty plant

  snacks can help us grow
strong like Jack?

  

  Textiles: Seaside Stitch
Adventure. What

  shapes and colours will
bring my seaside to life?

  

Animals Toys
Kings, Queens and

Castles
Hospitals and
Healthcare Growing All at Sea



Y2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer Term

  Focus
Topic

  

  Driving
Texts

  

The Hotel for Bugs
The Big Book of Bugs
Do you Love Bugs?

Bug Hotel
Mad About Minibeasts

The Bug Collector
The Girl Who Loves

Bugs

Little Red Riding Hood
Little Red

The Very Hungry Lion
Little Red: A Howlingly Good

Fairytale with a Twist

Three Little Pigs
The Three Little Pigs and

the Big Bad Book
The True Story of the

Three Little Pigs
The Three Little Superpigs

Man on the Moon and
Dougal’s Deep Sea Diary -

Simon Bartram

Way Back Home and Lost
and Found - Oliver Jeffers

Charles Darwin’s Around
the World Adventure -

Jennifer Thermes

The Great Explorer - Chris
Judge

Supertato;
Supertato:Veggies Assemble;
Supertato: Evil Pea Rules -

Sue Hendra and Paul Linnett

LOCAL AUTHOR - Here Be
Monsters and The Book

Family Robinson by Jonathan
Emmett

Rapunzel

Sleeping Beauty

Robin Hood

Todd - Benji
Davies

The Woolly
Bear

Caterpillar -
Julia Donaldson

Vlad and the Great Fire of London - 

The Great Fire of London: An illustrated history
of the Great Fire of 1066

  Writing
Unit
  

Expectations: Pencil
Grip and Letter

Formation

PVPG

Non-Chronological
Report: Marvellous

Minibeasts

Recount
Postcards/Letters:

Little Red

Wanted poster: Wanted!
Have you seen this

wolf?

Narrative: The Three
Little Pigs - A Twisted

Tale

Recount: Diary: Charles
Darwin’s Journey

Instructions: How to be
a mighty explorer.

Narrative: Mighty
Marrow Saves the Day!

Persuasive: Join the
floating library!

Narrative: Setting
Description: Robin Hood

Plot Weave

Explanation:
How do

Butterflies
change?

Recount - Diary: Escape the Fire!

Poetry

  Science
  

  How do we know
something is alive?

  

  Observe and record
seasonal changes

   
  Materials: How are
materials chosen in

design?
  

   
  

  How do seeds grow
into healthy plants?

  

  Animals including humans: Why do we need
  to keep healthy?

  
   
  

Geography
   
  

   
  

  Fieldwork: Visit local
area

  

  What are the
similarities and

differences between my
  town and Tulum,

Mexico?
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

  Fieldwork: How can we record and
measure different

  weather phenomenon?
  

  History
  

  How has
technology changed

over the last 60
years?

  

   
  

  Where have humans
explored?

  
   
  

  Robin Hood (local
history)

  
   
  

  How did the Great Fire change London?
  

  Art
  

   
  

  Monochromatic: How
can pattern be used in

art?
  

   
  

  Chromatic – How can
artists use colour?

  

  Sculpture – How have
artists been inspired by

  castles?
  

   
  

   
  

  DT
  

  Textiles – Buzzing
Book marks: How

can you
  make a bookmark
that’s both fun and

useful?
  

   
  

   
  

  Food – Super veggies
to the rescue: How

  can we make veggies
fun and delicious?

  

   
  

   
  

  Construction – London’s Burning:
Rebuilding

  History. How can we recreate houses
from the time of The Great Fire of

London
  using strong and stable structures?

  

Minibeasts Twisted Tales Explorers Super Veggies Robin Hood The Great Fire of LondonLifecyles



Y3/4
CYCLE A Autumn Term Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

  Focus
Topic

  

  Driving
Texts

  

The Couch Potato  -
Jory John and Pete

Oswald

Give Me Back My
Bones! - Kim Norman

The First Drawing - Mordicai
Gerstein

How to Wash a Wooly Mammoth -
Michelle Robinson

24 Hours in the Stone Age - Lan
Cook

Stone Age Boy - Satoshi Kitamura

Land of Roar - Jenny McLachlan

Aladdin - Anna Bowles

Leon and the Place Between
- Angela McAllister

Cinderella - Stephanie
Stansbie

The Egyptian Cinderalla -
Shirley Clima

Marcy and the Riddle of the
Sphinx - Joe Todd Stanton

So you think you’ve got it
bad? A kid’s life in Ancient

Egypt - Chae Strathie

Jack and the Baked
Beanstalk - Colin Stimpson

The Villains Version - Kaye
Umansky

  Oh Maya Gods – Maz Evans
  

  Writing
Unit
  

  The Place Value of
Punctuation and

Grammar
   
    

Non Chronological Report:
Prehistoric Park

Recount: Stone Age Letter

Narrative: The Land of Roar

Setting Description: The Tomb
of Wonders

Science Experiment: Do all
magnets pull a paper clip
from the same distance?

  Characterising Speech -
Egyptian Cinderella

  Poetry
   

Biography: Mystique - The
Evil Fairy  

Plot Weave

Non-Chronological Report -
All About Bees

  Science
  

Animals including
humans: How do the
systems inside our

body work to make a
healthy human?

  Forces and Magnets: How
do magnets work?  

   
  

Plants: How does each part
of a plant fulfil its function?

Light: How does light travel?

Rocks: How can we classify
rocks?

  Geography
   
  

What are the key geographical
features of the UK and my

region?

Fieldwork: What facilities are
in my local area and how do

people travel there?

Fieldwork: How can we make
our school environment more

bee friendly?

  History
  

How did daily life
change in Britain

from the Stone Age
to the Iron Age?

   
  

   
  

Early civilisation overview
 

What were the greatest
achievements of ancient

Egypt?
   
  

  Art
  

Sculpture: How can where you live
impact you as an artist?    

  
Chromatic: What is

illustration?  
   
  

Monochromatic: How do
artists draw faces?

  DT
  

   
  

Textiles: Stone Age Mysteries –
How can we make a pouch that is

just right for a Stone Age
adventurer?

Magnetic Mysteries – How
can we use magnets to

create a mysterious moving
model?

   
  

Food – Roots and Shoots:
What summer dishes can we
make with root vegetables?

The Human Body The Stone Age - Iron Age Ancient Egypt Roots and Shoots All About Bees



Y5/6
CYCLE A Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

  Focus
Topic

  

  Driving
Texts

  

  Hidden Figures  - Margot
Lee Shetterly

   
  Counting on Katherine  -

Helaine Becker
   

  Cosmic – Frank Cottrell
Boyce

  

  The Wizards of Once –
Cressida Cowell

  or

  The Nowhere Emporium –
Ross MacKenzie

  

  Rumaysa – Radiya Hafiza
  

  Beowful – Michael
Murpurgo

   
  Arthur and the Golden

Rope – Joe Todd
  Stanton

  

  The Boy at the Back of the
Class – Onjali Rauf

   
  On the Move – Michael

Rosen
  

  Oh Maya Gods – Maz Evans
  

  Writing
Unit
  

  The Place Value of
Punctuation and Grammar

   
  Non-Chronological

Report: Planets of the
  Solar System or

Luminara
  

  Recount – Letter: The
Wizards of Once or

  The Nowhere Emporium
   

  Setting description: Magical
description

  

  Recount – Diary: Raysha’s
Escape

   
  Narrative – characterising

speech: Raysa
  vs Aashman

  

  Instructions: How to raid
and Anglo-Saxon

  settlement.
   

  Narrative: Artura and the
Silver Lasso

  

  Poetry
   

  Science experiment: Does
the size of sugar

  affect how quickly it
dissolves in water?

  

  Narrative setting
description: Lost Jungle

  City
   

  Plot Weave
   

  Persuasive Advert: Visit
Mexico

  

  Science
  

  Earth and Space: How
does the Earth fit

  into our solar system?
  

  Living things and their
habitats: How do different

  things reproduce?
  

  Forces: How can we
observe forces?

  
   
  

  Properties and changes of
materials: How

  do we separate materials?
  

  Animals including humans:
How do we change as we get

  older?
  

Geography
   
  

  Fieldwork: What are the
features of my local

river?
  

   
  

  Fieldwork: What trees,
plants and animals are in our

  local ecosystems?
  

   
  

  The United States: What
are the similarities and

  differences between my
region and the Western

United States?
  

   
  

  History
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

  How did England change
during the

  settlement of the Anglo-
Saxons?

  

   
  

  What differences were
there between the

  Maya civilisation and
England during the 10th and

11th
  century?

  

  Art
  

  Chromatic: How realistic 
do portraits need to be?

  

  Monochromatic: How can
we find our own style of

  drawing?
  

   
  

  Sculpture: How can flowers
inspire artists?

  
   
  

   
  

  DT
  

   
  

  Textiles – Moonlit Magic:
Spooky Wall

  Hangings: What makes a
magical moon scene exciting

and fun to hang up?
  

  Construction – Fairytale
Engineering: Pulleys

  and Levers in Action: How
can we use pulleys and levers

to solve a problem in
  a fairytale world?

  

   
  

   
  

  Food – Tasty Travels:
Central America on a

  plate – How can we cook a
dish that celebrates Central

American flavours?
  

Space Magic and Mysteries Fractured Fairytales Anglo-Saxons and Vikings Spotlight on Science The Mayans


